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§ 163A-4.  Powers of the State Board in the execution of State Board duties. 

(a) In the performance of the duties enumerated in Article 8 of Subchapter II of this 

Chapter and Subchapter III of this Chapter, the State Board shall have power to issue 

subpoenas, summon witnesses, and compel the production of papers, books, records, and other 

evidence. Such subpoenas for designated witnesses or identified papers, books, records, and 

other evidence shall be signed and issued by the chair. 

(b) In the absence of the chair or upon the chair's refusal to act, the vice-chair may sign 

and issue subpoenas, summon witnesses, and compel the production of papers, books, records, 

and other evidence approved in accordance with subsection (a) of this section. 

(c) In the performance of the duties enumerated in this Chapter, the State Board, acting 

through the chair, shall have the power to administer oaths. In the absence of the chair or upon 

the chair's refusal to act, any member of the State Board may administer oaths. 

(d) Except as provided in subsection (a) of this section, the State Board, upon a vote of 

five or more of its members, may petition the Superior Court of Wake County for the approval 

to issue subpoenas and subpoenas duces tecum as necessary to conduct investigations of 

violations of the remainder this Chapter. The court shall authorize subpoenas under this 

subsection when the court determines they are necessary for the enforcement of this Chapter. 

Subpoenas issued under this subsection shall be enforceable by the court through contempt 

powers. Venue shall be with the Superior Court of Wake County for any nonresident person, or 

that person's agent, who makes a reportable expenditure under this Chapter, and personal 

jurisdiction may be asserted under G.S. 1-75.4.  (2017-6, s. 4(c).) 


